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tendency 1 Euelpides denies explicitly that he is looking for an
aristocratic State.2 They are not anxious to avoid war and
danger, they do not even mention them. Nor are they fleeing
from the irrehgion of the new age * there is no allusion to the
Hermocopids or the profanation of the mysteries Yet, all
these troubles derive from the same world from which they
try to escape, the restless and joyless, even malignant, atmo-
sphere of the Athenian law-courts and Athenian politics.
Aristophanes' old ideal of peace has not changed, but there
seems now no chance left of realizing it on earth The result,
born of a general sense of estrangement from the State, is the
flight of the two old men, and therefore of the poet. This
poetical and fanciful escape is the victory of the unpolitical
man.

Of course, like will stick to like, and the Athenian to politics.
The escape from the State is succeeded by the foundation of a
new State, The goal, the achievement of non-political life, is to
be approached only by the path of true politics When the
new Polis is built in imagination, Euelpides thinks of nothing
beyond the money he will be able to make out of it; Peithe-
tairos, however, stands above this level which we can easily
believe to be the general and natural level of the Athenian
middle-class Peithetairos is a born leader. He continues a
tradition which, in Aristophanes' plays, has hardly any con-
nection with the real statesmen of the past (it is otherwise, as
we shall see, with Eupolis), and which has certainly no repre-
sentative in the poet's time, a tradition which perhaps goes only
back to Agorakntos in the last scenes of the Knights. It is a
type of leadership which could hardly be found outside
comedy, and which the poet could not have created without
himself being guided by the spirit of sophistic individualism,
and without doing a certain injustice at least to the politicians
of the 'good old times' Peithetairos is rewarded by receiving
as his prize Basileia, the daughter of Zeus and embodiment of
all political virtue.3 She does not make an ordinary monarch
out of the cunning bourgeois In a fairy-tale myth (similar to
the rejuvenation of Demos by Agorakntos) the marriage
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3 B 1 5 3 8fF I do not propose to discuss the various, partly rather wild, attempts
at explaining the meaning of this allegorical figure I do not think we can, or in
fact need, go beyond what is said in the text, and below on p 348